-

rom The Superintendent

0 0:0:-90:0:0:0:0:0:0:90:0:0:0:0:0:0:90:0:-0:0:0:0-90T

0:0:-0:0:0:90:0:0:0:0:0:0:0:0:90:0:0:0:0:-90-%-90

4-Day Weekend

There will be no school on both Monday and
Tuesday. LCS follows the holidays declared by
the Government of Ghana, and Tuesday has
been declared the day that Eid-el-Fitr will be
taken as a non-working day. Despite Tuesday
being so declared, we originally put it on our
calendar as a holiday for Monday because the
sources we consulted last year indicated that
Eid would most likely fall on Sept. 29. Monday
will remain a school holiday because many LCS
families and staff had already made plans for a
three-day weekend based on the published cal-
endar.

Please accept my apologies for this announce-
ment going out so late. | had planned to send
an email message to parents earlier in the
week, to confirm that Monday would be a
school holiday no matter what day became the
official holiday. Unfortunately we have experi-
enced some delays in confirming all our parent
email addresses, so this message was repeat-
edly delayed.

Roles of the Board and PTO

Last weekos
Under the Archeso was
complementary roles of these two bodies. The
distinctions are important enough that they war-
rant repeating here, for a broader audience.

Parents of LCS are automatically members of
both the Parent-Teacher Association (PTO) and
the LCS Parent Association. The PTO is an
informal body whose main purposes include:

9 building partnerships between teachers and
families

encouraging parent involvement in school
activities and events

providing an enriched learning environment
for our students
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and working with the school to build a strong
community around the LCS Mission.

The role of the Board of Directors, on the
other hand, is longer-term oversight and
Atrusteeshipodo of the
the school s future
sponsibilities include the following:
approving policies

recruiting, supervising and supporting the
superintendent

approving an annual budget and maintain-
ing a long-term financial plan

providing vision and direction to the school

being public advocates for the school
supporting fundraising and development initia-
tives

You will note that those responsibilities do not
include HdAoperational 0o
bilitiesd which are exclusively the responsibil-
ity of the Superintendent and his/her team of
administrators and leaders.

E = E

So the PTO is very engaged in the life of the
schoold the more parents who are involved,
the greater the P TF®dag
basis. The Board, however, is somewhat dis-
tant from the daily aspects of life on the cam-
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pus, which it needs to be if it is to serve its t he

long-term, strategic, governance functions
wisely. To be effective, Board members need
to take tfhaeo tid Ov i0eDV0.
would not normally impact life within the cur-
rent school year, as their focus is on the fu-
ture: approving policies that will provide guid-
ance to the administration; approving a budget
for the following school year; making long-
term plans about school facilities or financing;
or working with the superintendent to set mu-
tual goals for the following year.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

Getting back to the Parent Association: it is the
legally recognized entity that controls Lincoln Com-
munity School. That is the body that elects 6 out of
the 9 positions on the Board of Directors, and ap-
proves the school 6s fou
authority only when it is convened and has a quo-
rum, just as the Board only has authority when it is
convened and has a quorum of its members. The
PTO, being a more informal organization engaged
in the daily life of the school, does not require a
guorum to pass motions, and does not have
Afauthorityo except in t
ries out its home-school community building!
Though very different, both the Board of Directors
and the Parent-Teacher Organization provide vital
functions for LCS.

Thank you to 9th grade parents for providing treats
for the staf today!

To our Muslim families, Happy Eid from the faculty
and staff of LCS.

Acting Superintendent

Over the next few weeks | will be absent from
school and Accra at least twice, for both personal
interviews and to attend an AISA Conference. In
my absence throughout next week, Doug Musco
will be Acting Superintendent.

John Roberts

Sports News

W
a
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Soccer Highlights

The Varsity Girls and Boys Teams both opened
a new season victorious. The Girls team with a
score of 4 to 1 against La Ladies Junior cap-
tured their win with Ayebea making 4 shots on
goals, scoring 2 goals and 1 save as a goalie.
Nadia had 5 shots on goal and, scored 1 goal
and had 2 assists and 4 saves as goalie.

Nicole had 1 goal. Clarissa had 8 clears as a
defender. Alex had 8 steals from other players
and Madeleine set up numerous plays for shots
on goals. The Boys team with a score of 2to 1
against St. Michael won with goals scored by
Nana Ababio and Karl Hitti.

Soccer Games
There are no scheduled matches for next week.

IB Diploma Corner

Last Tuesday night LCS hosted a success-
ful college night with a good representation
h of hlthjangd A2th grgde pageats, Atghe con- |
ference The IB was explained in regards to

assessment and to college acceptance.
This week has been a busy week for the
seniors as they begin to finalize their Ex-
tended Essays. We are updating our library
Extended Essays repository for student ref-

h @renging. Jhe peygst aglditieniis a dagpbager,
of 50 exceptional essays from the IB. The
essays range across all the disciplines. Stu-
dents can access them on Earth located in
the school server. We will be adding hard
copies of other EE in the library as they are
obtained. Please note, that if students want
to use Turn-It-In.com they must supply an
electronic copy of their paper to Mr. Watt no
later than Oct 1. Any submissions for this
service received after Oct 1 may not be ac-
cepted.

Important Dates:

 Oct 17 Students can voluntarily (highly
recommended) turn in their final paper, be-
fore or on this date, to Mr. Watt, the librar-
ian. He will check the essays using Turn-It-
In.com to discover if any anomalies exist in
their citations. The students will have the
opportunity to make their adjustments be-
fore the final due date.

' Oct 81 The final copy of the extended
essay is due to their advisor. Candidates
should hand in two printed copies as well as
supplying an electronic version.

9 Oct 29-Sept 31 French B SL Interactive
Oral Internal Assessment will be completed.
9 Sept6i Sept10i Spanish Ab SL Inter-
active Oral #1 will be completed.

Sept 1371 Sept 16 7 Economics IA #2 and
English B Interactive Oral. Parent teacher
conferences are also this week.

Michael Moore 1 SS Associate Principal /
IB DP Coordinator
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Elementary & Secondary News

Elementary

Dear Parents,

We have been very busy as a teaching staff par-
ticipating in the PYP Self Study. The Self Study
is a critical part of the evaluation process we are
undergoing this year, which will culminate with a
visit by a team of IB representatives in February.

At this point in time our teachers have spent the
last five weeks reflecting on various aspects of
our program, as they evaluate where we are as a
school through four broad viewpoints:

A: Philosophy
B: Organization
C: Curriculum
D: The Student

One of the hallmarks of the IB philosophy is the
idea of internationalism. Specifically, under the
Philosophy Section of the Self Study, we find a
standard that asks us to evaluate to what degree
does the school promote international minded-
ness on the part of the adults and the students in
the school community. Under this standard we
are asked to further evaluate ourselves on how
we do when it comes to the following indicators
(amongst others):

1 Promoting a commitment to international un-
derstanding and responsible citizenship

9 Developing a climate of open communication
and careful expression of ideas, attitudes
and feelings

9 Providing a safe, secure and stimulating en-
vironment based on understanding and re-
spect

Expecting and promoting a commitment to inter-

national understanding and responsible citizen-

ship on the part of the adults in the community

These are four indicators that present highly im-
portant expectations in an IBO World School.
For those of us who spend a lot of time on the
school grounds, it is pretty apparent how we do
in regards to this standard and its indicators. For
parents who have limited time to spend on cam-
pus, it may seem more ethereal.

| am proud to say that the children and adults
who interact with one another in the elementary
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school strive for excellence when it comes to the
indicator listed above.

It is within this framework and in the spirit of contin-
ual renewal and improvement that | invite parents
to participate in designing a profile that reflects
what internationalism looks like, sounds like and
feels like for parents as they interact within the
school community. If you are interested in partici-
pating in this dialogue, please let me know via
email (edonohue@lincoln.edu.gh).

Respectfully,
Elsa H, Donohue

Secondary

Thanks to our grade 11 and 12 grade parents that
attended Tuesday evening6s
lege/University Parent Education Evening. We had
a good turn out of 39 parents, and the session was
very well presented. Special thanks to Michael
Moore, Associate Principal and DP Coordinator,
Terry Donohue, CAS Coordinator, and Rachael
Gerbic, College and University Counselor. If you
were unable to attend and would like information on
any of these topics, please contact the appropriate
individual. Also, please take note of the sections in
the Link that deal with these programs. Special
note is the upcoming college fair sponsored by the
Council of International School (CIS) next month.

A reminder that Roger Waitt from Freedom from
Chemical Dependency (FCD) will be with us next
week. We are hosting a special Parent Education
evening on Thursday evening, October 2nd at
7:00pm in the VPAC. The target audience is high
school parents (grs. 9-12), but all secondary school
parents are welcome to attend this information ses-
sion.

Student planners have finally arrived and will be
distributed to students on Wednesday morning dur-
ing primetime.

Enjoy your long weekend, and we look forward to
seeing everyone on Wednesday, October 01st, a
DAY 1.

Regards,

Doug Musco
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Counsel

Dear Parents:

As part of our health education program and on-
going commitment to prevention and wellness,
we have invited a health educator, Roger Waitt,
from FCD Educational Services to join our com-
munity. FCD is a non-profit organization that pro-
vides substance abuse prevention education for
schools. Since 1976, they have taught over a mil-
lion students of all ages. Their mission is to:

{1 Provide educational communities with the
guidance and training necessary to imple-
ment comprehensive, effective ap-
proaches to substance abuse prevention

1 Educate students, parents, teachers, and
school administrators on the physiological
and psychological effects of alcohol and
other drugs

1 Promote awareness of drug addiction,
including alcoholism, as a progressive,
chronic, and often fatal disease

1 Teach students and adults how to recog-
nize the early warning signs of substance
abuse and to intervene appropriately

1 Empower young people to make healthy,
responsible choices regarding alcohol
and other drug use

1 Encourage and support the non-use of
alcohol and other illegal or illicit drugs
during the growing years.

FCD educators are highly trained health profes-
sionals who have achieved long-term recovery
from alcohol and/or other drug addictions. This
unique Al Bve been
hances the credibility of their message, but pro-
vides students with role models for happy,
healthy, drug-free living. The FCD educator will
host a Parent Workshop at 7PM Thursday Oct
2" in the VPAC to offer parents support and
guidance in helping their children to enjoy a drug-
free adolescence. Among the topics will be:

1 Effective ways to communicate with
your child about drugs and drug use

1 Up-to-date facts about current drug
use and trends

1 What to say about your own experi-
ences with alcohol and/or drug experi-
mentation

1 How to spot early warning signs of
trouble and effective ways to respond.
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We encourage you to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to pose any questions or concerns you may
have to experts in the substance abuse prevention
field. This program also presents a perfect opportu-
nity for discussing drug-related issues with your
children. Encourage them to talk about what they
have learned during their time with the FCD educa-
tor.

Parental involvement is crucial to our efforts to
reduce the risks teenagers face. We want our
students to hear from both school and home that
we are concerned about alcohol, tobacco and
other drug use by adolescents, and that we are
committed to keeping our children safe.

This year grades 6-12 will be meeting with FCD,
and we hope that parents of these grade levels
can attend the Parent Evening on October 2nd.
We look forward to seeing you!

Rachael Gerbic
Secondary School Counselor

thereo

Good social skills improve
learning and safety:

Tips for parents:

Praise children when they behave cor-
rectly

For children who have particular difficulty, it
nbaeyr S P € C tnievcee snstr yo ntl ¢
them doing the right thing or create situations
in which they can make a good choice.

Offer_alternatives to_inappropriate behav-
ior.

Explain why <chil dos
and have them practice the appropriate skills
before going on with their activity.

Model good social skills

Children learn through observation. Adults
can provide important examples of positive
behaviors by how they interact with each
other and, importantly, with the children them-
selves.

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

Create a culture that fosters good social skills.
School and home environments can affect a chli
For instance, establishment of specific routines for coming into class and getting settled may pre-
vent a student from becoming unruly in the morning. Children may have difficulties getting prepared
for school each day if there is not a schedule and structured plan for success.

o
(@)

Focus on all age groups

Adults sometimes overlook inappropriate behavior in young children because they believe that they
wi || Afgrow out of ito. On the contrary, the |ear|
problems they will have as they get older.

Avoid a fione size fits allodo approach

Most children will need a combination of strategies that are matched to their particular needs and
backgrounds. For example, students who speak English as a second language might need inten-
sive social skills instruction to promote acculturation and peer acceptance. Children with learning
difficulties might need adaptive curriculum and learning strategies.

Adapted from: nSoci al skill s: promoting Posijtive
Fact Sheet, NASP, 2002. National association of school Psychologists

Quim Soler

ES Counselor

Francophone parents Needed

Chers Parents,

A quoi -a sert doéapprendre | e Fran-ais |11 ifl
sent , surtout guand ils ont du mal avec | a mma |
de se retrouver dans des situations réelles ou le Francgais sera leur seul outil de communication. Aus-

si, sommes-nous ° l a recherche de Parents qui ser ailffent
sujet qui les passionne avec les éléves. (cela peut-étre lié a votre profession, un loisir, une expérien-

ce particuliére que vous aimeriez partager etc). Apres votre intervention de quelgues minutes, vous
participeriez a un débat avec les éléves a ce sujet. Nous cherchons aussi des parents qui pourraient
accueillir des ® ves sur |l eur |lieu de travai potL
trer comment | a communication en plusieurs | afgues

Pour plus doéinformations, mer ci de contacter Ma d a
ou directement dans la salle n°60 (sur le petit campus, juste apres le bureau du Principal) avant les

cours (7h30 & 8h00) ou apres (15h10 a 15h40).

Votre aide dans notre projet doéouvert lVYoespartcipe-|f 0 e X 1
rez ainsi " la motivation de nos ® ves dans eur
pas © nous contacter, nul besoin doé°tre p®dagpgues
un centre déint®rlt ou une profession

En vous remerciant par avance,

Madame Nutakor pour le Département de Frangais.

Volume 7 Page 5


mailto:cnutakor@lincoln.edu.gh

R R AR REER

India Events coming Trough!!

India is a land of festivals and no
month passes without a festival!

There are 2 main festivals com-
ing up, they are Diwali (the festi-

Diwali:

Diwali means in sanskirt an array of
lamps!! It has 2 other names they are
Deepavali and Tihar. The word 'deep’
means clay lamp and 'avali' means an ar-
ray. The celebration of the festival signifies
the victory of good over evil

within oneself. Diwali is a

continuous 5 day celebra-

tion. Diwali is celebrated by

Sikhs, Jains, and Hindus.

Navratri:
Navratri, meaning nine nights, is the wor-
ship of nine forms of Shakti, or divine en-
ergy of the Goddess Durga. This festival
lasts nine nights and is celebrated during
the commencement of Sharad Ritu - i.e the
winter months of September and October.
People purchase new clothes like chaniya
cholis, jewellery, and other
finery to participate in the
Navratri celebrations
(dancing).
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Saturday, September 2
10:30 3:00pm
AEA Commissary LOT
*Across from the Junior Section of Ghana

International School (GIS)
PLEASE PARK AT GIS

~CRAFT BAZAAR~
~GERMAN FOOD & DRINKS FOR SALE
Dancing, Singing Competitions & Beer Stein
Races
FREE POPCORN

1 GHC ENTRANCE FEE @ THE GATE

Open to the Accra Diplomatic Community

*Please bring your Embassy ID or Passport
Please RSVP t@urkhalterKX@state.gov

Come for a day of SHOPPING, GREAT FOOD
AND FUN!
Hope to see you there!

Kristin S. Burkhalter
Co-Community Liaison Officer
American Embassy

Accra, Ghana

Tel.: (233) (21) 749623, Ext. 1623
E-mail: BurkhalterKX@state.gov

of triumph and accomplishment.

Ei d i s an Ar abi c wor d

act date varies.
Common g
r

Eid") or Eid

especially for children.

Pretty exciting!

EID

Eid ul-Fitr often abbreviated to Eid, is a Muslim holiday that marks the end of Ramadan, the Islamic
holy month of fasting. For those who fasted during the month of Ramadan, the Eid give them a sense

meani ng
"nature”, from the word "fitrah") and so symbolizes the breaking of the fasting period.

reetings
sabeed

dur i

"festivity", w h

Because the day depends on the sighting of the moon or scientific calculations, the ex-

ng this ar

("Happy

holiday
Eid") .

The excitement of the sighting of the crescent is worth experiencing...
They think of what they will wear, what gifts
they will get and how they will spend their gift money to buy toys.
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