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The IB Diploma Programme is a challenging 
two-year curriculum, primarily aimed at 

that is widely recognized by the world’s leading 
universities. IB DP students also graduate with 
the LCS Diploma. The curriculum contains six 
subject groups together with a core made up of 
three separate parts, each component integrated 
with a range of approaches to learning. This is 
illustrated by the diagram below.

The six compulsory subject areas are: 
Group 1: Language A: Studies in Language and 
Literature
Group 2: Language B: Acquisition
Group 3: Individuals and Societies
Group 4: Sciences
Group 5: Mathematics
Group 6: The Arts (or an elective course: 
another group 3 or 4 course).

All three parts of the core—extended essay, 
theory of knowledge and creativity, action, 
service—are compulsory and are central to the 
philosophy of the Diploma Programme. They 
can also be taken as individual courses. 

Candidates for the full IB Diploma study one 
subject selected from each of the six subject 
groups. 

Three subjects are studied at Higher Level (HL 
and the remaining three subjects are studied 
at Standard Level (SL). At LCS much of the 
higher level content and skills are scheduled 
separately in H-block, in blocks of varying 
lengths, taught in parallel to the SL content and 
skills. Mathematics needs to be decided at the 
start of the Diploma, but most other subjects 

the junior year. Some subjects are only offered 
at Standard Level.

At the end of the two-year programme, 
candidates are assessed both internally and 
externally in ways that measure individual 
performance against stated objectives for each 
subject.

IB Diploma students take their six chosen 
subject classes, plus one H-block and one of 
Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay, 
to make up the school’s total 8-block, 2-day 
schedule.

Some courses may not be offered due to 

not always possible to accommodate all course 

effort will be made to accommodate student 
preferences but sometimes a compromise 
choice needs to be made.

Each of the 6 subjects are graded from a low of 
1 to  a high of 7, with the points being accrued 
to create a potential of 42. There are three 
further bonus points available from the EE and 
ToK making a grand total of 45 points. In order 

a number of requirements, including:

Students who successfully complete two 
Language A (studies in language and literature) 
courses can be awarded a Bilingual Diploma.

Over 2500 
universities 
worldwide 
recognize 

the IB

77% of IB DP 
students are 
admitted to 

their first choice 
university 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
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The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme The LCS High School Diploma Program

The LCS Diploma is a full US High School 

Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Schools in the United States. LCS is also  
accredited by the Council of International 
Schools (CIS).

The majority of students take between four 
and six IB Diploma Courses; the exact same 
classes, syllabi, assessments and exams as IB 

of results from the IB. There are no rules 
about the combination of SL and HL courses, 
although some students may want to take an 
HL class in the hope of attaining a grade 4 or 
higher because some colleges may credit this 

our students take these rigorous IB courses. 
They give our students a distinct advantage 
over other US high school graduates who do 

schooling. 

In addition we offer a number of LCS-only 
courses that contribute towards graduation 
requirements in Grades 11 and 12.  

Students are expected to take at least 7 

second, having no more than two study 
blocks (including HL classes) out of the 
school’s 8-block 2-day schedule. 

that lists their subjects, graded from a low of 1 
to a high of 7, in addition to their high school 
diploma, their transcript and a GPA (Grade 
Point Average). 

LCS graduation requirements are currently:

English                      4  credit years
Mathematics             3
World Language        3
Science                      3
Humanities                4
Arts                            1.5
Technology                0.5 
Electives    up to        7

Students must earn a total of 26 credits.

Whichever 
diploma track 
you take, you 
leave LCS with 
two layers of 
achievement, 
and a pair 
of world-
renowned 
qualifications!
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Group 1: Language A: Studies in Language and Literature -  
                English,   French  or Self-taught

“The study of texts, both literary and non-
literary, provides a focus for developing an 
understanding of how language works to 
create meanings in a culture, as well as in 
particular texts. All texts may be understood 
according to their form, content, purpose and 
audience, and through the social, historical, 
cultural and workplace contexts that produce 
and value them.” 
             –   IB DP Language A subject guide.

In English Language A two subject course 

in 2013.  One course is Language and 
Literature, the other is Literature. In French 
A and in Self Taught languages we are 
offering only the Literature course. English 
and French A are available at Higher or 
Standard Levels, Self Taught only at SL. Self 
Taught Language A:Literature is available 
for students with the right level of previous 
experience, motivation, organization and 
support from a tutor in their home language 
or ‘mother tongue’. 

completely separate territory. Instead, the 
main difference lies in the different areas of 
focus each takes.” 
             –   IB DP Language A subject guide.

Language & Literature
English only

“A key aim of the language A: Language and 
Literature course is to encourage students to 
question the meaning generated by language 
and texts, which, it can be argued, is rarely 
straightforward and unambiguous. ” 
              – IB DP Language A  subject guide

Language A: Language and Literature 
consists of four parts: 

Language in a cultural context
This unit means looking at such things as 
audience, political speeches, new electronic 
communication, changes in vocabulary and 
the evolution of languages, taboo, translation, 
jargon, gender and political bias in language.

. 

Language and mass communication 
In part 2 students consider the way language 
is used in the media. Mass media includes 

propaganda.
 
Texts and contexts
Meaning in a text is shaped by culture and 
by the contexts and circumstances of its 
production. Meaning is also shaped by what 
the reader brings to the text. Through the 
close reading of literary texts, students are 
able to explore the relationship between 
literature and issues at large, such as gender, 
power and identity. 

Critical study of literature
Close reading is considered to be a core skill 
in the understanding and interpretation of 
literature. By looking closely at the detail of 
literary texts, students develop awareness of 
their rich complexities and the intricacies of 
their construction.

Higher Level or Standard Level

The model for Language A: Language and 
Literature is the same at SL and HL, but there 

differences between the levels.
In the literature sections, the number of texts 
prescribed is greater at HL than at SL. In 
the language sections, students are generally 
expected to cover many more texts of all 
kinds at HL than at SL. Two of the assessment 

comparable tasks at HL. Differentiation 
is achieved through the use of different 
assessment criteria.

Examinations and Grades

SL: Two written examinations totaling three 
hours and their two best written tasks, worth 
70% of the grade. Two internal assessment 

HL: Two written examinations totaling 4 
hours, their best two written tasks and a 
written literary analysis, in total worth 70% of 
the grade. Two internal assessment orals are 

“Studying a Self-
taught Language  

A is more than 
just a literature 

class; you will 
learn how to 

organise your 
time, which is 

vital for college.” 
- Simon
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Literature 
English, French or Self Taught

The Language A: Literature course 
encourages students to appreciate the artistry 
of literature and to develop an ability to 

are studied in their literary and cultural 
contexts, through close study of individual 
texts and passages, and by considering a 
range of critical approaches. Literary texts 
are chosen by the school from prescribed 
lists, and include text written originally in 
English or French, as well as encouraging 
the study of works in translation, all of 
which helps students to understand other 
cultural perspectives. The response to the 
study of literature is through oral and written 
communication, thus enabling students to 

language studied. 

Texts are chosen from four parts: works in 
translation, a detailed study, literary genres, 
and options (in which works are freely 
chosen). 

Higher Level or Standard Level

The model for Language A: Literature is the 

quantitative and qualitative differences 
between the levels. More texts are studied 
at HL (13 at HL, 10 at SL), two of the 
assessment tasks are more demanding. HL 
students are expected to show a deeper 
understanding of the content and writers’ 
techniques, as well as demonstrate greater 
skills of analysis, synthesis, evaluation and 
organization. 

Examinations and Grades

SL: Two written examinations totaling three 
hours and a written assignment, worth 70% 
of the grade. Two internal assessment orals 
worth 30%.

HL: Two written examinations totaling 4 
hours and a written assignment,  worth 70% 
of the grade. Two internal assessment orals 
worth 30%. 

French texts and content

The French A: Literature course, including 
works in translation, will likely include: 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet

A selection of poems from students’ interests
Jean de Florette by Marcel Pagnol
Mère Courage et ses enfants by Brecht
La guerre de Troie n’aura pas lieu by 
Giraudoux
Moderato Cantabile by Marguerite Duras
Sueus Froides by Alfred Hitchcock
Part 4 option:
In this study students will focus on 
adaptation, remediation, comparative 
narrative strategies, or the skills of reading 

English texts and content

The English A: Literature course, including 
works in translation, will likely include: 
Camus’ The Stranger, 
Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, 
Greene’s The Quiet American, 
Coetzee’s Disgrace, 
William’s A Streetcar Named Desire, 
Shakepseare’s Hamlet, 
Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest and 
Huong’s Paradise of the Blind. 
A selection of poetry will be an essesntial 
component of the course. The part 4 option 
will be African literature in a variety of 
genres; novel, short story and essay.

Self-taught texts & content

Ten texts are chosen in consultation between 
the student, DP Coordinator and the out-of-
school tutor or teacher. It is essential that 
students wishing to persue a self-taught 

experienced teacher of their mother-tongue 
literature. Wherever possible students of 
different languages study some of the same 
texts, so that they can meet regularly and 

other students, and with a literature teacher, 
even if the common language for these 
discussions is English.

“IB English 
literature is for 
those of us 
who like to live 
several lives at 
once. We don’t 
stop there, 
however. We 
like to take them 
apart, analyze 
them, compare 
them, delve into 
their depths and 
then re-emerge 
- ready and 
impatient for 
the next world 
waiting for us 
in the pages of 
another book.”
– Astouline
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Group 2: Language Acquisition: Language B -  French  

All LCS students must choose a second 
language to study, whether for LCS 
graduation or for the IB Diploma. This could 
mean studying a second Language A course, 
or one of these Language B courses.

“Language Ab Initio and Language B are 
language acquisition courses designed to 
provide students with the necessary skills and 
intercultural understanding to enable them to 
communicate successfully in an environment 
where the language studied is spoken.”  
            – IB DP Language B subject guide

Language acquisition will be achieved 
through three key skills and competencies  

Receptive skills are the ability to 
comprehend written and spoken language; 
its message, and its cultural and contextual 
connotations.

Productive skills are the ability to write and 
speak the target language effectively; to write 
and speak coherently and also in a way that is 
appropriate to context and purpose.

Interactive skills are the ability to 
understand and respond effectively to written 
and spoken language. 

Which course and which level? 

The IB Coordinator, in conjunction with 
teachers, is responsible for the placement 
of students. “The degree to which students 
are already competent in the language and 

by the end of the period of study are the 
most important factors in identifying the 
appropriate course… The most important 
consideration is that the course should be a 
challenging educational experience for the 
student.” – IB DP Language B subject guide

Elements of language skills that will be 
assessed, acquired and developed at all levels 
include vocabulary, grammatical structures, 
register, pronunciation and intonation.

Higher Level or Standard Level

Language B is available at either HL or SL. 

“SL and HL are differentiated by the 
recommended number of teaching hours, 
the depth of syllabus coverage, the study of 

and demands of assessment and criteria.” 
            – IB DP Language B subject guide   

Language Ab Initio is SL only.

“French B is an 
opportunity to 

not only learn to 
speak and write 

the language, 
but to learn 

about the rich 
French culture 

which makes us 
well-rounded 

students.” 
– Michelle
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French B or Spanish B

Language B is an additional language-
learning course designed for students with 
some previous learning of that language. 
The main focus of the course is on language 
acquisition and development of language 
skills. It is generally aimed at students who 
have studied it as foreign language for a 
number of years. Students will be exposed to 
different variations of the language. 

Core elements of learning are in three areas:

Communication and media 
Advertizing, internet, censorship, radio and 
TV.

Global issues
Food, water, energy, globalization, migration, 
poverty, racism, the environment, and crime.

Social relationships 
Educational systems, minorities, culture and 
identity, social behaviors, taboo, celebrations, 
family and other relationships.
 
In addition, students will study two from the 

Cultural diversity, 
Customs and traditions, Health, Leisure, 
or Science and technology. 

At HL, students read two works of literature 
originally written in the language of study.
 
In French they are likely to be:
L’Enfant multiple by Andree Chedid
and Antigone by Anouilh.

In Spanish they are likely to be:
El Coronel no tiene quien le escriba by 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Don Quijote de la Mancha by Miguel de 
Cervantes

Examinations and Grades

There are differences in the style of content 
of these elements, but both HL and SL have 
two written examinations, totaling three 
hours, and one written assignment. These 
elements are worth 70% of the grade, and 
two internal orals are worth 30%.

Spanish Ab Initio

The Language Ab Initio is aimed at students 
who are beginners and want to acquire a new 
language. Some limited prior experience is 
allowed. It is Standard Level only. 

The course is organized into three themes: 

Individual and society
Daily routines, education, food and drink, 
health, shopping, and relationships.

Leisure and work 
Employment, entertainment, media, sports, 
and transport.

Urban and rural environment 
Neighborhood, the environment and global 
issues, weather, and town services.

Each theme is looked at through a variety of 

letters, posters, reports, short stories, song, 
maps, guides, web pages, and menus.

Examinations and Grades

Two written examinations totaling two hours 
30 minutes, one written assignment of two 
hours and one written assignment, worth 
75% of the grade, plus a ten-minute internal 
assessment oral worth 25%.

“In Spanish class 
we not only 
fully embrace 
the Spanish 
language but we 
also spend a lot 
of time focusing 
on Spanish 
culture, which 
truly helps us to 
understand the 
language.” 
– David
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Group 3: Individuals and Societies

Economics
“The IB Diploma Programme economics 
course emphasizes the economic theories of 
microeconomics, which deal with economic 

markets, and the economic theories of 
macroeconomics, which deal with economic 
variables affecting countries, governments 
and societies. These economic theories 
are not to be studied in a vacuum—rather, 
they are to be applied to real-world issues. 

in economic activity, international trade, 
economic development and environmental 
sustainability.” 
          - IB DP subject guide for Economics 

The syllabus consists of four sections. 
Each section is covered by both SL and 
HL students, but HL students learn about 
additional areas within each section.  

Microeconomics
Competitive markets: demand and supply 
(some topics HL only), elasticity, government 
intervention (some topics HL extension, plus 
one topic HL only), market failure (some 

market structures (HL only).

Mcroeconomics
The level of overall economic activity (one 
topic HL extension), aggregate demand 
and aggregate supply (one topic HL only), 
macroeconomic objectives (some topics HL 

policy, monetary policy, supply-side policies.

International economics
International trade (one topic HL extension, 
plus one topic HL only), exchange rates 
(some topics HL extension), the balance 
of payments (one topic HL extension, plus 
some topics HL only), economic integration 
(one topic HL extension), terms of trade (HL 
only).

Development economics
Economic development, measuring 
development, the role of domestic factors, 
the role of international trade (one topic 
HL extension), the role of foreign direct 
investment (FDI), the roles of foreign aid and 
multilateral development assistance, the role 
of international debt, the balance between 
markets and intervention.

Internal assessment: portfolio
Students produce a portfolio of three 
commentaries based on different sections 
of the syllabus and on published extracts 
from the news media. Each commentary 
must explain the linkages between the 
article and economic theory and demonstrate 
economic insights into the implications of 
the article. The commentaries should provide 
evidence of the student’s ability to discuss 
current events from the point of view of an 
economist.

Examinations and Grades

SL: two written examinations totaling three 
hours and worth 80% of the grade, one 
internal assessment portfolio worth 20%.

HL: three written examinations totaling 
four hours and worth 80% of the grade, one 
internal assessment portfolio worth 20%.

“Economics is a 
tool that is good 
to know even if 

you dont plan 
to use it in the 

future, because 
it can teach you 
about how the 
world works. It 

is challenging 
and at the same 

time, fun for 
students.”.

– Arjun

“Economics is 
relates to 

social lifestyles 
of citizens and 
what we could 
do to benefit, 

develop and 
improve 

productivity in 
our country.”

– Nana
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History
“History is more than the study of the past. It 
is the process of recording, reconstructing and 
interpreting the past through the investigation 
of a variety of sources.”  
                   - IB DP subject guide for History

History “…requires students to make 
comparisons between similar and dissimilar 
solutions to common human situations, 
whether they be political, economic or 
social. It invites comparisons between, but 
not judgments of, different cultures, political 
systems and national traditions.” 
                  - IB DP subject guide for History

Historical study involves both the selection 
and interpretation of data and the critical 
evaluation of it, through both primary 
historical sources and the work of historians. 
You will learn information and time 
management, critical thinking and analytical 
skills. You will improve your verbal and 
written literacy and develop your independent 
viewpoints. 

Topics chosen for study at LCS are:

  
This study is of the political, economic and 
social issues behind the Arab–Israeli dispute 

the military clashes between 1948 and 1973.

20th Century World History: Cold War  
This topic aims to promote an international 
perspective and understanding of the origins, 

that dominated global affairs from the end of 
the Second World War to the early 1990s.

20th Century World History:  Origins and 

party states 
The 20th century produced many 
authoritarian and single-party states. The 
origins, ideology, form of government, 
organization, and nature and impact of these 
regimes will be studied. Areas of focus 
include Germany, Cuba, China, Tanzania and 
Ghana.

Internal assessment: 
historical investigation 

The historical investigation enables students 
to demonstrate the application of their skills 
and knowledge to a historical topic that 
interests them and that need not be related 
to the syllabus. Students will develop and 
apply the skills of a historian by selecting and 
analyzing a good range of source material 
and managing diverse interpretations. The 
activity demands that students search for, 
select, evaluate and use evidence to reach a 
relevant conclusion. 

Examples of the types of investigations 
students may undertake are:

sources or a variety of sources

historic buildings 

HL students also study:

Three elements of African history 

Pre-colonial African states (Southern and 
West Africa) 1800-1900

European imperialism and annexation of 
Africa 1850-1900

Post-independence politics to 2000

Examinations and Grades

SL: Two examination papers totaling two 

grade, one internal assessment in the form of 
a 20 hour historical investigation worth 25% 
of the grade.

HL: Three examination papers totaling 5 

internal assessment 20 hour historical 
investigation worth 20% of the grade.

“History is a 
very fun and 
interesting 
class that helps 
us especially 
international 
students a 
lot about the 
different places 
that we travel 
to, why certain 
places are what 
they are and it 
also helps us 
make better 
decisions as it 
teaches us not 
to repeat the 
mistakes that 
were made on 
the past.” 
- Tendai

“History is one 
of the most 
interesting 
classes because 
it gives us the 
opportunity 
to learn and 
appreciate the 
history and 
culture of the 
continent and 
country we are 
living in.” 
- Becky
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Group 3: Individuals and Societies

Global Politics
Global Politics is an exciting new course that 
is currently under development as a pilot, 

was selected as one of only 8 schools in the 

development of this new course. It includes 
components of courses previously available, 
including World Politics. It is available at 
both SL and HL. 

“The global politics course develops 
international mindedness in students through 
an examination of fundamental political 
concepts and debates which have global 

key contemporary global challenges. The 
course considers contemporary examples and 
case studies at a variety of levels, from local 
to global, as well as encouraging comparison 
between such examples and case studies.” 
  -   IB DP Global Politics pilot subject guide 2014

The course consists of four compulsory units: 

Power, sovereignty and international 
relations
This unit gives students an understanding 
of how power is distributed, recognised and 
contested at various levels; the nation state, 
international organisations, and non-state 
actors.

Human rights 
This unit focuses on the nature and 
practice of human rights. This includes 
the development and evolution of human 
rights, and how human rights agreements 

It looks at how different groups and 
organisations pursue and advocate human 
rights controversies, and it analyses debates 
surrounding human rights.

Development
This unit looks at how economic forces, 
state policies, local concerns and practices, 
and international organizations affect 
development.

This unit focuses on different types 

between nation states; and at post-

reconstruction.

SL or HL

“SL and HL students study the four core 
units and undertake an engagement activity. 
Through a case studies approach HL students 
also examine and evaluate two global 
political challenges, which by their nature are 
complex, contestable and interlinked. This 
provides further depth at HL.”  
       -  IB DP Global Politics pilot subject guide 2014

Two global political challenges will be 
studied;  one on poverty, and the other on 
international security.

Examinations and Grades

External assessment: 
2 exams totaling 3 hours (worth 75% at 
SL, 80% at HL). The HL extension also 
has an externally assessed 20-minute oral 
presentation of an analysis of two case 
studies from two different HL extension 
topics.

Internal assessment- Engagement activity
(worth 25% at SL 20% at HL; 20 hours)
Students undertake an engagement activity 
designed to encourage them to actively 
engage with political issues and ideas, and 
then produce a 2000 word report analysing 
the political issue explored in that activity. 
This could include conducting an interview 
with an individual of political interest, taking 
part in an event such as a model United 
Nations, participating in a local political 
campaign, or another area of student interest.
This component is internally assessed by the 
teacher and externally moderated by the IB at 
the end of the course. 

“Global Politics 
is a chance to 

learn about and 
debate what’s 
happening all 

over the world.” 
- Mikolaj
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ITGS
“Information Technology in a Global Society 
(ITGS) course is the study and evaluation of 
the impacts of information technology (IT) 
on individuals and society. It explores the 
advantages and disadvantages of the access 
and use of digitized information at the local 
and global level. ITGS provides a framework 
for the student to make informed judgments 
and decisions about the use of IT within 
social contexts.” 
                      - IB DP subject guide for ITGS

Students will learn technology skills and 
concepts, although ITGS is not a computer 
skills course.  

Students will analyze and evaluate the 
social impact of information technology 
on individuals and society and consider the 
ethical issues raised by this impact.  Issues 
such as reliability, integrity, privacy and 
anonymity, intellectual property, equality of 
access, control, and policies and standards 
will be analyzed from both local and global 
perspectives recognizing that that attitudes 
and opinions are diverse within and between 
different cultures.  ITGS shares methods 
of critical investigation and analysis with 
other social sciences, and considers ethical 
questions found in the study of philosophy.  

Course content includes three elements, but 
they are studied in an integrated way:

Content includes: reliability, integrity, 
security, privacy and anonymity, authenticity, 
intellectual property, equality of access, 
control, surveillance, globalization and 
cultural diversity, policies and standards, 
people and machines, digital citizenship. HL 
students also study these issues through a 
case study.

Content includes: business and employment, 
education, environment, health, home and 
leisure, politics and government. HL students 
also study two extension topics based on real-
life scenarios.

IT systems
The terminology, concepts and tools relating 

using the following topics. hardware, 
software, networks, internet, personal and 
public communications, multimedia/digital 
media, databases, spreadsheets, modelling 
and simulations, introduction to project 
management. 

Internal assessment project (30 hours)   
The requirement of the project is to develop 
an original IT solution to a real problem for a 

challenging task using advanced techniques 
to demonstrate their practical IT and project 
management skills.

Examinations and Grades

SL: two written examinations totaling three 
hours and being worth 70% of the grade. One 
internal assessment project worth 30%.

HL: three written examinations totaling four 
hours 45 minutes and being worth 80% of 
the grade. One internal assessment portfolio 
worth 20%.

“ITGS is a fun 
and interesting 
course that deals 
with the impact 
of technology 
in our everyday 
lives; it allows 
us to think of 
problems and 
solutions on our 
own instead of 
just receiving 
excessive 
information.” 
- Nader
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Pamoja online courses
Pamoja Education is an education provider 
that has developed online courses in 
close collaboration with the IB. Pamoja 
offer a number of courses that we do not 
provide at LCS and therefore they can 
open up additional course opportunities. 

students successfully complete courses 
in Psychology and Spanish, and have 
continued with ITGS (Information 
Technology in a Global Society) and 
Mandarin. Additional offerings include 
Business and Management, Philosophy, and 
Film. More details are available at 
http://www.pamojaeducation.com/courses 
or from the IB DP Coordinator, Mr Craggs.

Students will need to make a convincing 
case for their place on such a course, 
and be able to demonstrate the necessary 
organisational and motivational skills 
needed to complete the course successfully. 
They will be monitored closely with 
regular monitoring and contact between 
the school and the online course tutor at 
Pamoja. Students would have allocated 
class time on their schedule and be given 
access to IT resources in the Media Hub in 
school, but will be expected to also work 
online at home. 

Online courses are operated in a virtual 
classroom of students from around the globe, 
and an experienced Diploma teacher, us-
ing a variety of internet based learning tool. 
The course teacher sets, assesses and reports 
according to the normal IB standards. Final 
assessments, including examinations, are, 
however, administered in school, just like all 
the other IB Diploma classes. 

Psychology online SL only

IB Psychology adopts an integrative 
approach - looking at the interaction between 
biological, cognitive and sociocultural 

students to achieve greater understanding 
of themselves and to appreciate the 
diversity of human behaviour. The ethical 
concerns raised by the methodology and 
application of psychological research are key 
considerations.

Online IB Psychology is composed of three 
parts and is for SL only. 

 of the course introduces 

on human behaviour: biological, cognitive 
and sociocultural. 

Part 2: Options are offered to students to 
provide continuity with the previous syllabus 

-
-

tions: abnormal psychology, developmental 
psychology, health psychology, psychology 
of human relationships and sport psychol
ogy. 

Part 3: Simple experimental study serves 
as an introduction to experimental research 
methodology. Students are required to plan 
and undertake a simple experimental study 
and to produce a report of their study. 

“Learning 
through Pamoja 

is a great 
experience. 

Everything is 
done at your 

own pace and 
you work with 
other students 

around the 
world.” 

- Shannon
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Trans-disciplinary subject: Groups 3 and / or 4

 “The prime intent of this course is to pro-
vide students with a coherent perspective of 
the interrelationships between environmental 
systems and societies; one that enables them 
to adopt an informed personal response to the 
wide range of pressing environmental issues 
that they will inevitably come to face.” 
 - IB DP Environmental Systems and Societies subject guide

Environmental Systems and Societies is a 
trans-disciplinary course that can be taken as 
either a Group 3: Individuals and Societies 
option, or as a Group 4: Sciences option. It is, 
however, only available as a Standard Level 
(SL) course. Students learn about 7 topics:

Systems and models 
This introduces the academic approach of 

the systems, and examines the relationships 
and processes that link these elements into a 
functioning entity.

The ecosystem  
The ecosystem structure, measuring a-biotic 
components of the system, measuring biotic 
components of the system, biomes, function, 
changes, and measuring changes in the 
system.

Human population, carrying capacity and 
resource use 
Population dynamics, resources (natural 
capital and energy resources), the soil system, 
food resources, water resources, limits to 
growth, and environmental demands of 
human populations.

Conservation and biodiversity 
Biodiversity in ecosystems, evaluating 
biodiversity and vulnerability, conservation 
of biodiversity.

Pollution management  
The nature of pollution, detection and 
monitoring of pollution, and approaches to 
pollution management, eutrophication, solid 
domestic waste, depletion of stratospheric 
ozone, urban air pollution, acid deposition.

The issue of global warming 

communities is divided on this issue, and 
students are encouraged to develop a personal 
viewpoint having considered the arguments.

Environmental value systems 
Value systems are a particular world view 
or set of paradigms that shapes the way an 
individual or group of people perceive and 
evaluate environmental issues. Different 
value systems are studied and compared.

Internal Assessment
This comprises a series of practical and 

demonstrate the application of their skills 
and knowledge, and to pursue their personal 
interests. Fieldwork trips are an integral 
part of the course, and will include one 
over-night trip to Akosombo to study a local 
environment and the human impact upon it.

Examinations and Grades

SL: Two written examinations totaling three 
hours are worth 80% of the grade. Internal 
assessment activities are worth 20%.

“By choosing to 
study a trans-
disciplinary 
course students 
are able to 
satisfy the 
requirements 
for both groups 
3 and 4 of the 
hexagon, thus 
allowing them to 
choose another 
subject from 
any hexagon 
group (including 
another group 3 
or 4 subject).” 
- IB subject 
guide for 
Environmental 
Systems and 
Societies

Environmental Systems and Societies
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Group 4: Sciences

Overview of all subjects

The three Group 4 Experimental Sciences 
share a common structure in terms of 
the kind of learning that takes place. 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics are each 
approximately 70% theory and 30% practical 
work. Part of the practical element is a 
ten hour Group 4 Project. This is usually 
completed towards the end of Grade 11 and 
involves the collaboration of science students 
from across the three subjects.

“The Group 4 project is an interdisciplinary 
activity in which all Diploma Programme 
science students must participate. The 
intention is that students from the different 
group 4 subjects analyze a common topic 
or problem. The exercise should be a 
collaborative experience where the emphasis 

investigation rather than the products of such 
investigation.” 
                       – IB DP subject guides for the 

                                   experimental sciences

Internal Assessment

consists of the interdisciplinary Group 4 
Project, and a mixture of short- and long-term 
investigations (such as practicals and subject-

assessed by the teacher and externally 
moderated by the IB.

Group Practical work is assessed according 

processing, conclusion and evaluation, 
manipulative skills, personal skills.

Examinations and Grades

Two written examinations and one multiple-
choice exam, totaling three hours at SL and 
4 hours 30 minutes at HL, are worth 76% of 
the grade. Internal assessment activities are 
worth 24%.
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Biology
“In the Diploma Programme Biology course, 
it is hoped that students will acquire a limited 
body of facts and, at the same time, develop a 
broad, general understanding of the principles 
of the subject.” 
                  – IB DP subject guide for Biology

There are four basic biological concepts that 
run throughout the course.

Structure and function
Students should appreciate that structures 
permit some functions while, at the same 
time, limit others.

Universality versus diversity
At the factual level, it soon becomes obvious 
to students that some molecules (for example, 
enzymes, amino acids, nucleic acids and 
ATP) are ubiquitous, and so are processes and 
structures. However, these universal features 
exist in a biological world of enormous 
diversity, in a range of habitats and in ways 
that are connected and interdependent.

Equilibrium within systems
Checks and balances exist both within living 
organisms and within ecosystems. The state 
of dynamic equilibrium is essential for the 
continuity of life.

Evolution
The concept of evolution draws together the 
other themes. It can be regarded as change 
leading to diversity within constraints, and 
this leads to adaptations of structure and 
function.

These four concepts serve as themes that 
unify the various topics, whether core, SL or 
HL. These topics are:

Cells
Prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells, membranes, 
and cell division.

The chemistry of life
Chemical elements and water, carbohydrates, 
lipids and proteins, DNA structure and 
replication, transcription and translation, 
enzymes, cell respiration, and photosynthesis.

“Biology HL 
is one of the 
harder courses 
offered, but 
the engaging 
content is worth 
the work. The 
best part is 
applying what 
you learn in 
class outside. It’s 
quite fascinating 
how I could 
take concepts 
like cellular 
respiration and 
use it to make 
healthier diet 
decisions.” 
- Nidhi

Genetics
Chromosomes, genes, alleles and mutations, 
meiosis, theoretical genetics, genetic 
engineering and biotechnology.

Ecology and evolution
Communities and ecosystems, the greenhouse 

Human health and physiology
Digestion, the transport system, defence 
against infectious disease, gas exchange, 
nerves, hormones and homeostasis, and 
reproduction.

Statistical analysis 
Calculations, mean and standard deviation, 
and distinguishing correlation and caustation.

Human nutrition and health (SL)
Components of the human diet, energy and 
special issues in human diets.

Evolution (SL and HL)
The origins of life on Earth, species and 
speciation, human evolution, the Hardy-
Weinberg principle, phylogeny and 
systematics.

Nucleic acids and proteins (HL)
DNA structure and replication, transcription 
and translation, proteins, and enzymes. 

Cell respiration and photosynthesis (HL)
Aerobic and anearobic cell respiration, the 
conversion of light energy into chemical 
energy.

Plant science (HL)
Plant structure and growth, transport and 
reproduction in angiopermophytes.

Microbes and biotechnology (HL)
Diversity of microbes, microbes and the 
environment, and biotechnology, and food 
production, metablism of microbes, microbes 
and disease.
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Chemistry
“Chemistry is an experimental science 
that combines academic study with the 
acquisition of practical and investigational 
skills. It is called the central science, as 
chemical principles underpin both the 
physical environment in which we live 
and all biological systems. Apart from 
being a subject worthy of study in its 
own right, chemistry is a prerequisite for 
many other courses in higher education, 
such as medicine, biological science and 
environmental science, and serves as useful 
preparation for employment.” 
    – IB DP subject guide for Chemistry

Chemistry at LCS has a number of core, 
optional and HL topics: 

Quantitative chemistry
The mole concept and Avogadro’s constant, 
formulas, chemical equations, mass and 
gaseous volume relationships in chemical 
reactions, and solutions.

Atomic structure 
The atom, the mass spectrometer, and 
electron arrangement.

Periodicity
The periodic table, and physical and chemical 
properties.

Bonding
Ionic bonding, covalent bonding, 
intermolecular forces, metallic bonding, and 
physical properties.

Energetics
Exothermic and endothermic reactions, 
calculation of enthalpy changes, Hess’s law, 
and bond enthalpies.

Kinetics and Equilibrium
Rates of reaction and collision theory.

Acids and bases
Theories of acids and bases, properties of 
acids and bases, strong and weak acids and 
bases, and the pH scale.

“Chemistry 
teaches us about 

the smallest 
particles that 
make up the 

substances 
around us.
It broadens 

our knowledge 
of organic 

compounds and 
their interesting 

attributes 
that make 

them perform 
their specific 

functions.” 
– Nader

Group 4: Sciences

Oxidation and reduction
Introduction to oxidation and reduction, 
redox equations, reactivity, voltaic cells, and 
electrolytic cells.

Organic chemistry
Alkanes, alkenes, alcohols, halogenoalkanes, 
and reaction pathways.

Measurement and data processing
Uncertainty and error in measurement and in 
calculated results, and graphical techniques.

Human biochemistry 
Energy, proteins, carbohydrates, lipids, 
micronutrients and macronutrients, 
hormones, enzymes, nucleic acids, and 
respiration.

Medicines and drugs
Pharmaceutical products, antacids, 
analgesics, depressants, stimulants, 
antibacterials, antivirals, drug action, drug 
design, and mind-altering drugs.

Additional Higher Level topics are taught 
in atomic structure, periodicity, bonding, 
energetics, kinetics, equilibrium, acids and 
bases, oxidation and reduction, and organic 
chemistry.
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Physics
“Physics is the most fundamental of the 
experimental sciences, as it seeks to explain 
the universe itself, from the very smallest 
particles—quarks, which may be truly 
fundamental—to the vast distances between 
galaxies.” 
                –  IB DP subject guide for Physics

IB Physics covers the great pillars of 
classical physics, like Newtonian mechanics, 
electromagnetism and thermodynamics. It 
also deals with 20th century ideas such as 
relativity, quantum and nuclear physics, 
and chaos theories. All have gone a long 
way in deepening our understanding of the 
universe. While Physics stems from precise 
observation it also requires creativity and 
imagination to develop new theories.

A good grounding in mathematics is essential 
to success in Physics. You need to be sure 
of your own mathematical abilities before 
attempting Physics, especially at Higher 
Level.
 
Physics has a number of core, optional and 
Higher Level topics:

Physics and physical measurement
The realm of physics, measurement and 
uncertainties, and vectors and scalars.

Mechanics
Kinematics, forces and dynamics, work, 
energy and power, uniform circular motion.

Thermal physics

Oscillations and waves
Kinematics of simple harmonic motion 
(SHM), energy changes during simple 
harmonic motion (SHM), forced oscillations 
and resonance, wave characteristics, and 
wave properties.

Electric currents
Electric potential difference, current and 
resistance, and electrical circuits.

Fields and forces

and forces.

“Physics is a 
challenging, 
yet rewarding 
class that 
improves your 
understanding 
of how and why 
things work.” 
– Tate

Atomic and nuclear physics
The atom, radioactive decay, nuclear 

Energy, power and climate change
Energy degradation and power generation, 
world energy sources, fossil fuel power 
production, non-fossil fuel power production, 
greenhouse effect, and global warming.

Quantum physics and nuclear physics (SL) 

Electromagnetic waves (HL and SL)
Nature of EM waves and light sources, 
optical instruments, two-source interference 
of waves, diffraction grating, X-rays, and 

Relativity (HL)
Introduction to relativity, concepts and 
postulates of special relativity, relativistic 
kinematics, some consequences of special 
relativity, evidence to support special 
relativity, relativistic momentum and energy, 
general relativity, and evidence to support 
general relativity.

Additional Higher Level topics are taught  

phenomena, electromagnetic induction, 
quantum physics and nuclear physics, and 
digital technology.
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Group 5: Mathematics

“The nature of mathematics can be 
summarized in a number of ways: for 

body of knowledge, as an abstract system of 
ideas, or as a useful tool. … Mathematics, 
for most of us, also extends into our chosen 
profession. Artists need to learn about 
perspective, musicians need to appreciate 
the mathematical relationships within and 
between different rhythms, economists need 

and engineers need to take account of stress 
patterns in physical materials. Some people 
(simply) enjoy the challenges offered by 
the logical methods of mathematics and the 
adventure in reason that mathematical proof 
has to offer.” 
     – IB DP subject guides for Mathematics

Choosing the right course & level

Mathematics is a compulsory element of both 
the LCS and the IB diplomas, but course 
selection needs careful thought. Switching 

quarter is problematic because each course 
has its own syllabus and range of topics. 
It is therefore vital that students are placed 
in the right course at the start of Grade 11. 
For this reason the professional opinions 
of mathematics teachers have an important 
part to play in determining which course a 
student should take. The IB provides a list 
of presumed knowledge, and it is advisable 
for students to be sure that they know and 
understand their own abilities or background 
with regard to these expectations.

Mathematical Studies

This course is available at SL only. It caters 
for students with varied backgrounds and 

appreciation of mathematics in students who 
do not anticipate a need for mathematics 
in their future studies. Students taking 
this course need to be already equipped 
with fundamental skills and a rudimentary 
knowledge of basic processes.

Math Studies consists of seven compulsory 

examined in two papers each of one hour 30 
minutes, and an independent project worth 
20%. 

The topics are: 

The project is an individual piece of work 
involving the collection of information or 
the generation of measurements and the 
analysis and evaluation of the information or 
measurements.

“Math SL is a 
challenging 
but always 
interesting 

course that gives 
us a rich logical 

background.” 
- Nader

Individual students have different needs, 
interests and abilities. Therefore we offer 
different courses in mathematics. These 
courses are designed for different types 
of students: those who wish to study 
mathematics in depth, those who wish to gain 
a degree of understanding and competence 
to better understand their other subjects; and 

needs of a particular group of students. 
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Mathematics SL

This course caters for students who already 
possess good, sound knowledge of basic 
mathematical concepts, and who are 
equipped with the skills needed to apply 
these mathematical techniques correctly. The 
majority of these students will expect to need 
a sound mathematical background as they 
prepare for future studies in subjects such 
as chemistry, economics, psychology and 
business administration.

Mathematics SL consists of six compulsory 
topics, worth 80%, assessed in two 
examinations each of one hour 30 minutes,  
and an internal assessment task worth 20%. 

The topics are:

Mathematical exploration
Internal assessment in Mathematics SL is 
an individual exploration. This is a piece 
of written work that involves investigating 
an area of mathematics and is intended 
to provide students with opportunities to 
increase their understanding of mathematical 
concepts and process.

Mathematics HL

This course caters for students with a 
strong background in mathematics who 
are competent in a range of demanding, 
analytical and technical skills. The majority 
of HL students will be expecting to include 
mathematics as a major component of their 
university studies, either as a subject in its 
own right or within courses such as physics, 
engineering and technology. 

Mathematics HL consists of six compulsory 
core topics and a school-chosen specialist 
option that are examined in three papers, 

portfolio is also completed and is worth 20%. 

The topics are:

Mathematical exploration
Internal assessment in Mathematics HL is 
an individual exploration. This is a piece of 
written work that involves investigating an 
area of mathematics. 

Students may 
take Math HL 
because “they 
have a strong 
interest in 
mathematics and 
enjoy meeting its 
challenges and 
engaging with 
its problems.”
- IB subject guide 
Mathematics HL

“Math HL is 
probably the 
most rewarding 
class offered at 
Lincoln. You’ll 
have to think 
and make sense 
of math. But 
then you’ll start 
to understand 
how the real 
world works 
with math.” – 
Tomas
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Group 6: The Arts
Visual Arts

“The impulse to make art is common to all 
people. From earliest times, human beings 
have displayed a fundamental need to create 
and communicate personal and cultural 
meaning through art.” 
          - IB DP  subject guide for Visual Arts

“New ways of expressing ideas help to make 
visual arts one of the most interesting and 
challenging areas of learning and experience. 
The processes of designing and making art 
require a high level of cognitive activity that 
is both intellectual and affective. Engagement 
in the arts promotes a sense of identity and 
… provides students with the opportunity to 
develop a critical and intensely personal view 
of themselves in relation to the world.” 
            - IB DP subject guide for Visual Arts

The Visual Arts course contains two 
components. 

Studio
This enables students to engage in both 
practical exploration and artistic production 
in the artists’ studio. Recent studio projects 
at LCS have included watercolours, print 
making, sculpture, and ceramics.

 
Investigation
This is an independent contextual, visual and 
critical investigation through a workbook. 
Successful investigations at LCS have 
included dance and movement in art, gender 
and art, or how Africa has been seen by 
European artists.

Students are able to specialize in one aspect 
or the other with a 60/40 split in time 
and value. In both cases students should 
demonstrate connections between academic 
investigation and studio work.  IB Visual 
Art is largely a self-directed course which 
requires a high level of discipline and 
initiative to successfully complete. Skills are 
taught in grade 11, and then in grade 12 the 
student develops their own ideas with the 
teacher’s guidance.

HL and SL
The aims, assessment objectives and 
course content are the same for visual arts 
students at both HL and SL. Through a 
variety of teaching approaches, all students 
are encouraged to develop their creative 
and critical abilities and to enhance their 
knowledge, appreciation and enjoyment 
of visual arts. Students at HL have the 
opportunity to develop ideas and skills, to 
produce a larger body of work and work 
of greater depth. For SL students should 
produce 9-12 pieces of art work, and for HL 
they should produce 12-18 pieces. artwork, 
but the student needs to show a range of 
technical skills and a critical understanding of 
the theroetical underpnnings of their own art 
as well as others.

Examinations and Grades

There are two components to the assessment 
of Visual Arts. The student prepares a 
selection of his or her studio work in the 
form of an exhibition. He or she also presents 
selected pages of his or her investigation 
workbooks that have been produced during 
the course. The course is assessed internally 
by the class teacher, and externally by an IB 
examiner. The value of each element is again 
split 60% to 40%.

“One of my 
favourite 

classes would 
be art. Sure, its 

demanding! 
But the sense of 

freedom and just 
working on a 

personal piece of 
art is great.” 

– Kathy 

“IB Visual Art is a 
really enjoyable 

class. We are 
allowed to work 
individually and 

develop our own 
styles. We are 

encouraged to 
use whatever 

materials we like 
to create new 
art pieces that 
connect to us 

personally.” 
– Shannon
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Theatre
“Theatre is a composite art that is forever 
evolving in new forms. It nourishes, sustains 
and extends the human spirit. It is a means 
of exploring society and relationships within 
it. Through it, there may emerge possibilities 
for individual and communal understanding. 
Theatre is about transformation. It is the 
application, through play, of energy and 

and speculate. These activities should engage 
and develop the sensibilities of all the 
students who participate in them. By studying 
theatre, and engaging with it practically, 
students will discover how elusive, 
fascinating and varied theatre can be.”
                 – IB DP  subject guide for Theatre

“The Diploma Programme theatre course is 
designed to encourage students to examine 
theatre in its diversity of forms around 
the world. This may be achieved through 
a critical study of the theory, history and 

through workshopping, devised work or 
scripted performance.” 
              – IB DP  subject guide for Theatre

The core syllabus for Theatre consists 
of three interrelated areas. Students are 
required to explore these three areas from the 
perspective of dramaturg, director, performer, 
group ensemble, production team and 
spectator.

Theatre in the making
This encompasses the acquisition and 
development of all skills required to create, 
present and observe theatre. It is exploratory 
in nature. Students devise and perform one-
person shows. 

Theatre in performance
This involves students in various aspects 
of presenting theatre, where their practical 
skills can be applied in different roles (as 
performers and as part of the production 
team), while also building upon the 
knowledge they have acquired in other areas. 
Each year students collaborate as a class to 
choose, direct and perform their own choice 
of play. 

Theatre in the world
Students undertake a practical and theoretical 
exploration of a range of theatre traditions, 
conventions and practices; from diverse 
world, cultural and historical contexts. 
Examples include absurdism, Japanese 
theatre styles Noh and Kabuki, Berthold 
Brecht’s epic theatre and Shakespeare.

Independent project
At SL this is an area of personal interest in 
theatre. At HL it must be either focused on 
devising a practical performance or be a 
comparative study that explores advanced 
practice. 

HL or SL
There may be no great difference in the 
complexity or artistic merit of the work 
produced by students at SL and HL. The 
difference is in teaching times and in the 
demands made on students. There are more 
stimuli, performances and project options at 
HL. Students will use the extra time available 
to develop their personal research and to 
extend their understanding of the ideas, 
practices and concepts. 

Assessment
There are no formal examinations in Theatre. 
Students produce a research investigation and 
a practical performance proposal for external 
marking, worth 50%. They produce a 
performance and production presentation, and 
a project portfolio for internal assessment, 
worth 50%.  The lengths of each are greater 
at HL than at SL.

“Theatre is an 
opportunity 
to learn more 
about not only 
the origins of 
certain theatre 
productions but 
it gives you the 
chance to be a 
risk taker and 
showcase your 
performance 
techniques from 
what you have 
learned.” 
-Iman

“Theatre is a 
medium of self-
discovery where 
you can pretend 
to be who you 
are not in order 
to find out your 
true self.”
 - Chrissie
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LCS Diploma courses  cannot be taken by IB full Diploma candi-
dates

English 11, 12 
(Grades 11 or 12: a 1 or 2-year option) 

Each semester students will focus on a 
different aspect of English language and 
literature. The course begins with work 
in media, journalism and advertising. The 
second semester focusses on literary criticism 
throught the study of a variety of texts, such 
as The Great Gatsby, I know Why The Caged 

Bird Sings and African short stories. The 
third part of the course teaches students a 
range of practical writing techniques that 
they will need in college. This will include 
academic research and writing, and writing 
for narrative, argument or persuasive 
purposes. Finally, the course will end with 
an exploration of themes in literature such 
as the individual and society, relationships, 
alienation, and truth versus deception.

 

Design and Publishing

This course will offer students credit for 
either technology or the arts.  Students will 
study photography and video production, 
and will design and maintain an ongoing, 
interactive online digital yearbook, linked 
to the school’s website, whose audience is 
the students and community of LCS. They 
will publish a print supplement to the digital 
yearbook that students can sign. Students can 
choose to be assessed against either the arts 
or technology criteria. 

Mathematics 11, 12 
 (Grades 11 or 12: a 1 or 2-year option) 

Students will study the practical side of 
mathematics, including review of basic 

logic, introduction to statistics, and the study 
of probability. The course will include a 
mathematical project and although not an IB 
course, students will be assessed against the 
IB Diploma Mathematical Studies criteria.

Global Issues

This is a guided, hands-on, inquiry-based 
course that aims to develop students into 
responsible global citizens. Students in 
this course will study the forces that are 
changing the world that they will soon 
inherit.  They will look at what individuals, 
communities, businesses and governments 
can do to build an economically, socially and 
environmentally sustainable future. 

High School Visual Art 11

This course is an alternative to the IB DP 
Visual Arts course. It is an ideal course for 
students who demonstrate an interest in the 
creative and practical elements of visual arts 
but who are not necessarily interested in the 
critical art analysis component of the DP 
class. HS Visual Art is an opportunity for 
students to experience the studio aspect of 
the visual arts and to work with a wide range 
of materials and techniques. Assessment 
will be based on 80% studio work and 20% 
investigation. 

High School Science 11 

This class is aimed at students who wish 
to study elements of the traditional or 
experimental sciences without the strict 
demands of a full IB course. This course is a 
new addition this year, and will be developed 
to meet student needs. Expect elements of 
biology, chemistry and physics, with an 
emphasis on practical laboratory learning.
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Creativity, Action, Service
“Creativity, action, service (CAS) is at the 
heart of the Diploma Programme. It is one of 
the three essential elements in every student’s 
Diploma Programme experience… CAS 
enables students to enhance their personal 
and interpersonal development through 
experiential learning.” – IB CAS guide

CAS is a core requirement of both the LCS 
graduation and the IB Diploma award. It does 
not appear on the schedule but is completed 
after school, on Wednesday afternoons, 
at home and in the community. CAS runs 
for both junior and senior year and should 
include approximately 150 hours of activities, 
spread across creativity, action and service. 
More important than the number of hours 

these experiences. 

There are three strands of CAS, which are 
often interwoven with particular activities:

Creativity
Arts, and other experiences that involve 
creative thinking. 

Action
Physical exertion contributing to a healthy 
lifestyle, complementing academic work 
elsewhere in the Diploma Programme.

Service
An unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a 

All proposed CAS activities need to meet  
four criteria. They should be:

outcomes 

student and be achievable in scope 

reviewing progress, reporting 

learning.

As a result of their CAS experience as a 

should be evidence that students have:

strengths and areas for growth 

their activities 

actions 

All eight outcomes must be present for a 
student to complete the CAS requirement. 
Some may be demonstrated many times, 
in a variety of activities, but completion 
requires only that there is some evidence for 
every outcome. At LCS we use the website 
ManageBac to record and monitor each 
student’s activities and learning experiences.

“A good CAS programme should be both 
challenging and enjoyable, a personal journey 
of self-discovery.” – IB CAS guide

CAS is a 
large part of 
what puts 
‘community’ 
into Lincoln 
Community 
School. 
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Theory of Knowledge
“What makes ToK unique, and distinctively 
different from standard academic disciplines, 
is its process. At the centre of the course is 
the student as knower. Students entering the 
Diploma Programme typically have 16 years 
of life experience and more than 10 years of 
formal education behind them. They have 
accumulated a vast amount of knowledge, 
beliefs and opinions from academic 
disciplines and their lives outside the 
classroom. In ToK they have the opportunity 
to step back from this relentless acquisition 
of new knowledge, in order to consider 
knowledge issues.” 
                     – IB DP subject guide for ToK

  
Theory of Knowledge is a compulsory 
course and a core element in the IB Diploma 
Programme. LCS Diploma students have 
it as an option, for which they will receive 
credit. It encourages critical thinking about 
knowledge itself with questions like,
How do we know what we know? What 

counts as knowledge? How do we acquire 

knowledge? How does it grow? What are its 

limits? What is the value of knowledge? 

Such questions may initially seem abstract 
or theoretical, but ToK classes bring them 
into closer focus by taking into account 
students’ interests, subjects, circumstances 
and outlooks. 

The course requirement is for 100 hours of 
study. At LCS the teaching is spread out over 
two years, broken into unit topics, with study 
time and Extended Essay sessions being 
scheduled in between.

The Theory of Knowledge syllabus is 
divided into Ways of Knowing and Areas 
of Knowledge, with individual units 
from each slotting together to encourage 
students to make connections between 
their school subject areas and the ways in 
which knowledge is acquired. Other linking 
concepts, such as truth, belief, evidence, 
explanation and interpretation, contribute to a 
student’s  progression of thinking skills. 

An introduction to the knower and knowing. 
Areas: Science and Art. 
Ways: sense perception, reason and emotion. 
Areas: ethical and religious knowledge. 

 
Ways: Language 
Areas: History, the social sciences and 
Mathematics. 

Assessment

The course is assessed by a 10 minute oral 
presentation, internally graded by the teacher 
and worth 20 marks, and 1200-1600 word 
written essay from a choice of ten titles given 
and assessed by external examiners, worth 
40 marks. The combination 60 marks are 
converted into a grade A - E and combine 
on a grid with the Extended Essay for up 
to 3 bonus points towards the IB Diploma. 
There is no examination and the course is 
completed in early March.

There is the option for DP Course students 
to take the ToK course, complete the 
assessments and recieve credit for it on their 

“The course encourages students to share 
ideas with others and to listen to and learn 
from what others think. In this process 
students’ thinking and their understanding 
of knowledge as a human construction are 
shaped, enriched and deepened.” 
                  – IB DP subject guide for ToK

“ToK is one 
of the biggest 
inspirations to 

me. It has made 
me realise more 

about myself 
and the world 

around me 
than any other 
subject. It will 

open your eyes 
and blow your 

mind.”  
- Yuval

“ToK is a class 
that broadens 
the intellect of 
individuals. Its 
a class where 

students discuss 
subject matter ... 
and are open to 
new opinions.”

- Abdallah
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Extended Essay
“The extended essay is an in-depth study 
of a focused topic chosen from the list of 
approved Diploma Programme subjects and 
one of the student’s six chosen subjects for 
the IB Diploma. It is intended to promote 
high-level research and writing skills, 
intellectual discovery and creativity. It 
provides students with an opportunity to 
engage in personal research in a topic of 
their own choice, under the guidance of a 
supervisor.” 
- IB DP subject guide for the Extended Essay

The Extended Essay is a compulsory core 
component of the IB Diploma that should 
take around 40 hours of personal research 
and writing, and must be under 4000 words 
in length.  It is not an option for LCS 
Diploma students. 

The Extended Essay is one of the elements of 
the IB Diploma that makes it so valuable to 
college and university admissions because it 
prepares students for the kind of independent 
research, thinking, writing and presentation 
skills that are expected at higher education 
institutions.

The Extended Essay builds on skills 
developed with the MYP Personal Project but 
is a much more formaly academic piece of 
research.

At LCS the essay writing process begins in 
January of Grade 11 with research ideas and 

questions, developed by the student with 
guidance from a chosen supervisor. Classes 
are given in research methods and resources, 
and in academic writing. A draft is written 

essay submitted for external assessment in 
December of Grade 12. The essay is awarded 
a grade from A - E and is combined on a grid 
with the Theory of Knowledge for up to 3 
bonus points towards the IB Diploma.

There is the option for DP Courses students 
to take the Extended Essay course, complete 
the essay and recieve credit for it on their IB 



LCS & IB Diploma Courses GuidePage 26

IB learners and LCS students strive to be:

Inquirers 
They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct 
inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy 
learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable

In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a 
broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively 
to recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical 
decisions.

Communicators
They understand and express ideas and information 

and in a variety of modes of communication. They work 
effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled
They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of 
fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, 
groups and communities. They take responsibility for their 
own actions and the consequences that accompany them.

They understand and appreciate their own cultures and 
personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values 
and traditions of other individuals and communities. They 
are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points 
of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring
They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of 
others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive 
difference to the lives of others and to the environment.

They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and 
forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and 
strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced
They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance 
to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They 
are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to 
support their learning and personal development.

The IB Learner Profile

The aim of all 
IB programmes 

is to develop 
internationally 

minded 
people who, 
recognizing 

their common 
humanity 

and shared 
guardianship 
of the planet, 
help to create 

a better and 
more peaceful 

world.
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Group Course options available  Student/parent selection

1. Language A       IB English A: Language & Literature  1st choice:
     (English) IB English A: Literature
                                            IB French A: Literature 2nd choice:
 LCS HS English 11   
2. Language B  IB French B 
                                            IB Spanish B 1.
     (additional)  IB Spanish Ab Initio SL 
 IB Self-Taught A: Literature SL*  2.
 IB French A: Literature
 LCS HS independent study language B *
 * (by arrangement with the DP Coordinator)   

3. Individuals  IB History 1.
    & Societies  IB ITGS
   IB Economics  2.
   IB Global Politics
   IB Environmental Systems and Societies SL
 Online IB course with Pamoja 
                                            * (by arrangement with the DP Coordinator)  

4. Experimental IB Biology     1.  
    Sciences IB Chemistry
 IB Physics  2.
 IB Environmental Systems and Societies SL
 LCS HS Science 11 

5. Mathematics IB Mathematical Studies SL      By recommendations 
 IB Mathematics SL      of  mathematics teachers
 IB Mathematics HL
 LCS HS Math 11 

6. Electives IB Theater  1.                                                        
 IB Visual Arts  
 LCS HS Visual Art 11
                                  OR an additional class from groups 2, 3 or 4.  2.
 OR a LCS course from the MYP G10 classes: 
    such as IMedia or Design and Publishing 3.

7. IB Core or  IB ToK (full DP candidates - compulsory requirement) 1.
    LCS option IB ToK (LCS HS  - option for credit and certificate)
 OR one of the non-IB electives from Group 6  2.
 OR ATL Study Hall

Course Registration Request Form Candidate Application for (tick one):

_______ Full IB Diploma

_______ LCS High School Diploma
Name:

Grade 10 Advisor:

We have selected seven (7) classes; one from each group. IB classes are two-year courses. LCS courses are one year. We understand that 
all IB classes except mathematics begin as Standard Level and that Higher Level options will be decided at the end of the first semester 
of Grade 11. Some classes are SL only. We understand that final course allocation is at the discretion of LCS, after scheduling restrictions 
and teacher recommendations are taken into account.

Class of 2015

Signed by student ___________________________________ Signed by parent ________________________________

Approved by IB DP Coordinator ______________________________________    Date ____________________________

Approved by SS and College Coordinator _______________________________    Date ____________________________
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Notes
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